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Report  ial 


Heaviest  snowfall  of  season;  vmwimm i  precipation  2.32" 
at  Hmnrooth;  maximum  temperature  C2°,  minimum  -5°. 
snow  depth  92.0",  minimum  21.9  . 


Mostly  snow  free  except  for  high  elevations;  grass  slow. 
Light — 699  coopered  to  1,081  for  sane  period  last  year. 


1 
I 
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Diche  &  Cobb,  U.S.  leather  Bureau  in;  Oravetz,  Intelligence 
Agent  &  FBI  Agent  Melvin  la;  Uunt,  3PR,  in  for  seas 
Brown,  WODC,  in  for  season,  iioberson  in  for  proposed  re- 
■uilil  log  storehouse;  MacDonald,  Johnston,  Knisley,  Bach* 
msyer  &  Gunst  in  for  Snow  Removal  school.  1-2 


Jones  transferring  out;  Martin  in  for  material  and 
pictures;  Asst.  Supt.  &  Mrs  Evans  in  from  Hawaii. 


Garrison,  Joffe  &  Davis  to  Billings- -Garrison  talks  to 
Kiwanla;  Garrison  principsl  speaker  dinner  at  Chico; 
Garrison  to  Idaho  Falls  &  Mt.  Pleasant,  Utah;  Garrison 
to  Butte — principal  speaker  for  Montana  Conservation 
Council;  Hamilton  to  Everglades  for  Indoctrination; 
Joffe  to  Billings  for  21st  Community  Cooperation  Dinner; 
Brown  to  Chicago— President's  Safety  Committee;  Brown  & 
Klttams  to  Butte— Sportsmen's  Meeting;  Edwards  to  Missoula 
for  Blister  Rust;  Sylvester,  Howe,  Davis,  Coleman,  Berg  & 
Gunsel  to  Butte — FBI  training  school;  Garry  to  Helena  for 
Law  Enforcement  Conference;  Robinson  to  Sequoia,  OVMH  & 
JTNM  for  Maintenance  Conferences;  staff  meetings  2  &  17; 
Garrison  approves  new  meal  rates;  Masses  open  14  &  28.     2-3 


Beal  &  Tyers  promotions  effective  6th;  Billman  Ca: 
Conditional  Appointment  effective  20th. 


Movies  shown  to  employees;  Rock  Climbing  &  Rescue 
Technique  Course;  tour  Shop-Utility  area;  Gallagher  due 
back  from  Yosemlte;  Hyde  in  Washington. 
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MISCELLANEOUS;  Regular  NFFE  meeting  &  special  seating;  regular  A2 
meeting. 

ymi       Daughter  born  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dale  Huss.  4 

ACCIDENTS  fr 
PUBLIC  SAFETY :Three  automobile  accidents — no  personal  injuries. 

PUBLICITY;     '  eekly  news  issued;  2  press  releases  issued. 

CHAPRL  USE:    Regular  Protestant  services;  Church  Committee  met.  4 

MUSEUM  ACTIVITIES 
&  EXHIBITS;   Texts  prepared  for  signs  throughout  park;  specimens 
collected  for  Canyon;  exhibit  plan  for  Apollinai  La 
others;  March-April  issue  mailed  c   ,  4-5 

RESEARCH  & 
OBSERVATION;  Unusual  moose  observed;  Kaleidoscope  Geyser  act 

Great  Fountain  Geyser  erupts.  5 

HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION ;  Clerk  cm  duty  all  month;  picture  added  to  film  library. 

CONCESSIONERS ;  Garrison  approves  rates  for  Hamilton  Stores  &  YP  Company; 
Hayne8  start  operations  on  18th;  Service  Stations  ope 

.  tice  in  Gardiner  27th;  YP  Company  moving  cabins;  Helppi 
&  crew  in  to  get  Old  Faithful  store  open  the  1st  of  May.     5 

MAINTENANCE;   Snow  removal  operations  on  schedule;  miscellaneous  wot  . 
load  limit  on  bridge. 

CONSTRUCTION ;  Load   limit  placed  on  detour  bridge;  road  to  'est opened  11th 
for  contractor;  Taggert,  Cop,  Olson  &  Sons  Const .Cos.  in. 

RANGER  SERVICE: Ski,  horseback  &  aerial  patrols  made.  6 

LAU  ENFORCE- 

m£l        Apprehension  made  for  running  barricade;  windows  broke 
local  youngsters  YP  buildings;  contractor  questions 
moving  heavy  equipment  damaging  park  roadways. 

BEAR:         Black  bear  destroyed;  black  &  griszlies  out  of  hibernation.  6 

BISON;        First  calf  seen  23rd;  being  observed  Lemar-Hayden  Valleys. 

au--  Many  observed;  light  winter  kill;  in  excellent  flesh. 

MA B  BJ  :        One  frequently  observed  Old  Faithful  Ranger  Station. 

MP.;.-  | :        26  observed  throughout  park. 

BMEP:        Few  observed;  ram  in  poor  flesh  later  found  dead.  7 

Geese   pairing  off  for  nesting.  7 

Five  observed;  apparently  left  habitat  on  Madison  River.     7 
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UNITED   STATES  A2823 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE    INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 

CE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

May  14,  1956 
Air  Hall 


To :      Director 

Proa:     Superintendent 

Subject:  Monthly  Report  for  April  1938 

Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone 
National  Park  during  the  Month  of  April  1958: 

fie— re] 

weather  Conditions.  Snow  storms  were  common  during  the 
Month  with  the  heaviest  continuous  snowfall  of  the  season  occurring 
on  the  22nd  throughout  the  park.  The  maximum  precipitation  for  the 
month  was  2.32  inches  st  Mammoth.  The  weir  1  at «  temperature  for  the 
month  was  62°  at  Tower  Pall  on  the  16th  while  the  minimum  was  -5° 
st  Northeast  on  the  29th.  The  snow  depth  ma»1imi  was  92.0  inches 
at  Lewis  River  Divide  with  a  water  content  of  38.5  inches  while 
the  Lupine  course  had  the  minimum  of  21.9  inches  and  a  water 
content  of  7.2  inches. 

Range.  Most  of  the  Yellowstone  and  Gallatin  winter 
ranges  were  free  of  snow  except  for  the  higher  elevations.  The 
grass  growth  was  slow  partly  because  the  month  was  generally  cool 
and  the  shortage  of  moisture  the  first  part  of  the  month. 


Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  Travel  during  the  month 
was  light— 699  as  compared  to  1,081  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Inspections.  Messrs.  H.  W.  Diche  and  William  £.  Cobb 
from  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C.  were  in  the  park 
on  the  17th  relative  to  weather  observations  and  related  matters. 

John  J.  Oravets,  Counter  Intelligence  Special  Agent, 
Billings,  Montana,  was  in  the  park  on  the  23rd  regarding  personnel 
matters. 
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FFT  : pedal  Agent  Mason  Melvin,  Rozesum,  Montana,  waa 
ir.  the  par;        /4th  relative  tc  lav, 

les  Hunt,  Area  Engineer  for  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads ,  arrived  in  the  park  on  the  23ru.  charge 

work  in  Y(      I  one  and  Gra- 

ok  Brown,  Construction  Uepreseut&tive,  WODC 
on  the  13th.  jeing  assigneu  he.  .a. 

Francis  R.  Hoberson  waa  in  the  park  April  16  through 
in  connect.        remodeling  the  at. 

Barnes  MacDonaid,  Region  engineer,  a 

the  29th  to  participate  in  a  Snow  Removal  School  to  be  hei 
George  Johnston,  Region  Three  Sngineex     .. ,   Knisle> 
Bechraey  .  and  Albert  Gunst 

30th  to  also  pa.     ~te  in  Lh. 

Special  Visitors,  iterol<   .  ones,  Recreation  PI 
Region  Two,  ex,   in  the  park  the  latter  part  of  the 
final  plans 

Fred  Martin,  Publisher  of  the  Park  County  Newi 
was  in  the  park  on  the  3rd  to  obtain         and  pictures 
special  Yellowstone  Park  edition. 

Assistant  auperxateuuent  t>      . 
National  Park  visiiea  in  :h. 

.  ecial  Activities .  'nt 

Assistant  Joffa  ttxxu   District  1  lings 

Mr.  Garrison  spoke  to  the  Kiwaais  CI-  . 

The  annual  Upper  Yellowstone  Valley  Chamber  of  Cosjoerce 
dinner  was  he.     .hico  the  17th  at 
was  the  principal  speak rar. 

.ar.-.riieadent  Garrison  left  foi  i^aho  Falls 
to  cieet  frith  tiu.  Chaml  and  on  the 

he  went  to    •   leeeant,  Utah,  -..here  he  speke  at  the  F« 
Dinner  to  .     snatch  Acadeay  group  t.       .   s 

iperintenuent  Garrison  left  the  23rd  for  Butte  where  he 
■./as  the  principal,  speakoi  for  the  .urvation 

iag  the  24th.  He  returned  the  ac: 

Assistant  Superintendent  ami 1  ton  left  the  23rd  for  Ever- 
glades National  Park  *  n  .  ative  to        jier 
to  that  are&  in  Juue.  He  returae* 


Management  Assistant  Joffe  was  in  Billings  the  : 
public  relations  natters,  publicity,  and  to  participat 
21st  Coassunity  Cooperation  Dinner. 
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Chief  Ranger  Brown  attended  the  President's  Safety 
Committee  in  Chicago  on  April  1  and  2.  He  returned  the  14th. 
Kr.  Brown  was  in  Boaeman  the  16th  to  confer  with  rorest 
officials.  Mr.  Brown  and  Biologist  Kit tarns  went  to  Butt*  the 
24th  to  attend  a  Sportsmen's  Meeting.  They  returned  the  26th. 

District  danger  Edwards  went  to  Missoula  the  27th  .mere- 
he  attended  a  meeting  with  Forest  Service  officials  regarding 
Blister  Rust  Control  and  Spruce  Budworm,  returning  the  29th. 

Rangers  Sylvester,  Howe,  Davis,  Coleman,  Berg  and  Gunsel 
were  in  Butte  the  28th  and  29th  to  attend  a  training  school  for 
law  enforcement  officers  sponsored  by  the  FBI. 

Management  Assistant  Garry  (Protection  Division)  left 
the  20th  for  Helena  where  he  will  attend  the  Montana  Atton  j 
General's  Law  Enforcement  Conference  being  held  there  May 

Mechanical  supervisor  Robinson  left  the  9th  for 
National  Park,  Death  Valley  and  Joshua  Tree  National  Monuments, 
California,  where  he  will  participate  in  Equipment  Maintenance 
Training  Conferences. 

Staff  meetings  were  held  April  2  and  17. 

Superintendent  Garrison  approved  new  meal  rates 
government  aeaaea — $1.20  per  meal  and  $2«85  per  day,   'fee 
April  6. 

The  Mammoth  and  Lake  Meases  were  opened  April  1' 
the  West  Thumb  Meaa  was  opened  the  28th. 

Personnel .  Merrill  D.  Beal,  promoted  to  Park  Naturalist, 
GS-11,  from  Park  Naturalist,  GS-9,  effective  April  6. 

John  A.  Tyers,  promoted  to  Park  Naturalist,  i 
Park  Naturalist,  GS-7,  effective  April  u. 

Margaret  L.  Billman,  Career  Conditional  Appointment, 
Clerk-Stenographer,  Ga-3,  effective  April  20. 

In-Service  Training.  Two  training  movies  were  presented 
to  the  employees  on  April  11— "A  Day  in  Court"  and 'Versatility 
Unlimited". 

The  Protection  Division  personnel  participated  in  a 
Rock  Climbing  and  Rescue  Technique  Course  April  21. 
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An  in- Service  Training  Tour  was  conducted  on  Apt 
of  the  Shop-Jtility  are*  for  administrative  and  clerical  personnel. 

Engineer  George  Gallagher  is  completing  the  second  session 
of  the  NPS  Training  Session  in  y0 Semite  National  Park,  and  is  due  to 
arrive  back  in  the  park  May  I. 

Sanitation  Officer  Tom  Hyde  ashingtor 

attending  the  Departmental  Management  Development  Program. 

Miscellaneous.  The  regular  mr      meeting  ot  the  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Employees  was  held  the  7th.  A  special  meeting 
was  held  on  the  16th  at  which  Sixth  National  Vice  President  Shir 
McKinsey  wa&  the  pi^ucipal  speaker. 

inu  ragplar  monthly  me.:         he  American  Federation  of 
Government  employees  was  held  on  the 

Births .  A  daughter,  Cara  Lee,  was  bom  April  21  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dale  iJuas.  Mr.  Nu3S  is  amp. 
Ranger  with  the  National  Park  Service. 

Ac widen te  and  Public  Safety.     ta  automobile  accidents 
occurred  during  the  month — two  collisions  and  one  upset.  There 
were  no  pergonal  injuries. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Gfctoa-      Licity.  On  each  Thursday,  the  Yelle  ... 
Weakly  News  was  issued  to  keep  employees,  concessioners  and  ot.  uri 
currently  informed  of  park  happenings. 

Two  &):%»»  releases  ware  sent  out  during  the  month- -one 
the  4th  on  the  accelerated  construction  program  and  the  other  or 
the  30th  regarding  -he  opening  of  roads  and  accommodations. 

Religious  and  Chapel  Use.  The  Chapel  was  used  every 
Sunday  for  regular  Protestant  church  sdiool  and  services. 
special  gestae  service  was  held  Raster  .On 

April  13  and  20  services  were  eond  tate  College 

students,  Boseman  and  Episcopal  Bishop  Sterling  Chandler  of 
Helena,  respectively,  due  to  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Jack  Jennings. 

A  meeting  of  the  Superintendent's  Church  Committee  was 
held  April  15  «ith  the  following  in  attendance:  Mrs.  Tom  Milligan, 
Messrs.  Houston  Turner,  Joseph  Kurtz  and  David  Condon.  Mr.  Condon 
was  elected  Chairman  and  Mrs.  Milligan  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Museum  acixvities  and  L.  s_.     Texts  have  been  prepared 

for  various  interpretive  Si.gns  to  be  installed  throughout  the  park. 
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A  number  of  specimens  have  been  collected  for  use 
Visitor  Center  consisting  oi  a  California  gull,  osprey,  golden- 
mantle  ground  squirrel,  pika,  chipmunk,  north-aim  violet-green 
swallows  ami  a  grizzly  bear  family. 

A  proposed  exhibit  plan  has  been  prepared  and  submitted 
for  Apolllna.is  springs,  as  well  as  other  exhibits  throughout 
park. 

The  March-April  issue  of  t  one  Nature  Notes 

was  mailed  out  on  April  25. 

v,u»arva!.4.uu.       se  was  observed  in  the 
Tower  Fall  area  with  a  tuft  of  hair  u      la  chin  instead  of  the 
noticeable  wattle. 

The  Kaleidoscope  Geyser  in  the  Lower  Geyser  Basin,  which 
has  not  been  ouaerveu  in  action  since  the  early  1940s,  had  erupted 
frequently  during  the  month.  A  spectacular  eruption  of  the  Great 
Fountain  Geyser  .as   observed  on  the  23r<  . 

Natural  ui story  Association.  Mrs.  Bertha  Wharton,  Clerk 
for  the  Association,  was  on  duty  all  montn.  A  motion  picture 
entitled  "Wyoming's  ealth  of  Wildlife"  has  been  added  to  the 
film  library. 

Concessioners .   Superintended  Garrison,  on  Aprlx  3, 
approved  the  rate  xucreases  for  salaos,  chili,  fruit  niices, 
cereala  ana  sandwiches  for  Hamilton  .-.teres,  Inc.;  on  April  4,  he 
approved  the  menus  for  uotei  meals  and  Maura.  »r,  lA&e 

Hotel  Coffee  ihop,  Canyon  Village  Old  Faithful 

and  Rooseve^k  Lodge,  and  box  lunches  ior  the  tel  lows  tone  Park  tjompany. 

rlaynes  Inc.  opened  their  operations  at  Maraaoth  or.       .18. 

diaries  Gallagher,  Manager,  Yellowstone  Jark  Service 
Stations,  arrived  in  Gardiner  on  the  27th  ana  opened  the  of rice 
there. 

Tin      jwston*  Park  Company  ;;^ja;'  moving  cabins  rrom 
the  Mammoth  campers  cabin  area  to  and  West  Thumb  the 

28  th. 

Gar  Heippie,  Vice  President,  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  arrived 
April  28  with  a  crew  to  get  the  store  at      ilthful  ready  lor  open- 
ing May  1. 

Maintenance.  The  spring  snow  removal  operation  is  pro- 
ceeding according  to  schedule.  Carpentry  and  painting  work  was 
carried  on  la  vaxious  buildings  throughout  the  headquarters  area. 
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A  ten  ton  load  limit  was  placed  on  the  est  Entrance 
bridge  on  the  24th. 

Construction.  A  ten  ton  load  limit  was  placed  on  the 
Upper  Gardner  River  detrour  bridj. ; 

The  road  to  West  Yellowstone  was  opened  on  April  11  to 
permit  the  contractor  to  start  worl  . 

The  Taggert  Construction  "oapany,  Cop  Construction  Company 
and  Olson  &  ions  Construction  Coop     igan  working  in  the  park  on 
the  14th. 

Protection  anc  danger  Service.  Ski  patrols  were  m< 

the  7th  to  count  elk  and  horseback  pa'  made  later  to 

the  number  of  dead  elk.  Aerial  ...  southern  bound 
were  made  on  the  10th  and  14th. 

Law  £n£orcement.  The  pars.       an  the  oarricade  at 
West  Yellowstone  were  apprehended  out  of  the  park. 

Window  breaking  in  the  Yell  ompany  buildings 

in  Mammoth  occurred  during  the  first  part  of  the  month.  Aiter  ex- 
tensive investigation  of  the  matter  I        :nd  to  be  loc     ang- 
sters  committing  the  misdemeanors.   ,  report  has  been  submiitc 
this  matter. 

A  Gardiner  contractor  was  charged  with  damage  to  park 
roadways  in  connection  with  moving  heavj  equipment  but  the  case 
was  dismissed  after  questioning. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural       ±S£«  2SA&.  A  la 
black  bear  which  has  been  frequenting  ti  area  for 

a  number  of  years  was  destroyed  as  it  had  become  a  nuisance.  Black 
and  grizzly  cars  are  coming  out  o  /easing  numbt 

EISO^.  The  first  bison  ct.        served  on  the  23rd  be; 
the  bridge  at  Lamar  and  five  were  seen  a  few  days  later  south  of  Lamar 
Canyon.  Quite  a  number  of  bison  are  be         m   in  the  Lamar  and 
Hay den  Valley  areas. 

ELK.  Many  elk  were  observed  throughout  the  park.  The 
winter  kill  *as  noted  to  be  very  1  ppear  t< 

in  excellent  flesh. 

MMI&N.   One  marten  at  3  bt  the  Old  Faituiui 

Ranger  Station  and  is  observed  quite  frequently. 

Thirteen  moose  wer  seen  in  the  Lamar  Area,  three 
near  the  East  Entrance,  eight  near  specimen  and  Rabbit  Creeks  and 
two  in  Hayden  Valley. 
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